
THE MINOR PARTIES
Chapter 5 Section 3



Third Parties

•Which ones can you name?

•Can you categorize them?

•Why do they form?

•Now can you categorize them?



Minor Parties in the United States

• Ideological Parties

• Based on a particular set 
of beliefs – a 
comprehensive view of 
social, economic, and 
political matters. 
(Communist Party)

• Single – Issue Parties

• Focus on a single public 
question

• Name usually indicates 
primary concern (Free-Soil 
Party/Marijuana Party)

• Economic Protest Party
• Rooted in periods of 

economic discontent

• Proclaim their disgust with the 
major parties and demand 
better times. (The Greenback 
Party)

• Splinter Parties
• Parties that have split away 

from the major parties (Bull 
Moose Party)



Third Parties

•Look at the parties your group 

listed

•Can you categorize them into these 

four categories?



Third Parties

•Most third parties are usually 

pretty short-lived – they come and 

go

•Why have them…..what roles do 

they play?



Why Minor Parties Are Important
• Most Americans do not support minor parties, but still have 

a considerable impact on American politics.

• They often play a “spoiler role” in an election.

• A minor party can pull enough support away from one of the major 

parties to affect the outcome of the election.

• Example:  The Green Party (Ralph Nader) in 2000

• Also, minor parties can introduce new ideas that the two 

major parties have not discussed in their platform. 

• Major parties may adopt the ideas of a successful 3rd party.

• Can you think of examples?



Who Gets to Play?

• What must a party’s candidate be able to do to win an 

election?

• Participate in debates so people can learn about them

• Be on the ballot so people can vote for them

• How do you get your name on the ballot?

• A major party nominates you

• Otherwise, you need signatures on a petition – the # and deadlines 

vary by state

• Who gets to be in the debates?

• Candidates polling at least 15% of the electorate

• Who makes those rules?

• The Commission on Presidential Debates….run by the two major parties



Third Party Mini-Project

• With a partner, you will 

create your own third 

party (and a poster or 

brochure for it)

• See instructions for more 

detail

• Check the third party 

pages on my website for 

ideas


