
POLITICAL PARTIES
Chapter 5 Section 1 (in your text…)



Political Parties

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXyDAi51A7s

• Now watch this video on Political Parties

• Got all that?  No?  Let’s take some notes….

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aXyDAi51A7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VEmOUHxessE&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtOfse2ncvffeelTrqvhrz8H&index=40


What are political parties, 

and how do they function in 

our two-party system?



What Is a Party?

• Political Party

• A group of people who 

seek to control 

government by 

winning elections and 

holding public office.

• Political parties exist 

to get their candidates 

elected to office.



Political Parties exist in 3 ways

The Party as an Organization

Includes leaders of the party, activists, and “hangers-on” – all 

those who give their time, money, and skills to the party.

People who run the party at the national, State, and local 

levels

The Party in Government

Includes the party’s candidates and officeholders

Hold offices in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches 

at the federal, State, and local levels of government

The Party in the Electorate

The people who call themselves Republicans or Democrats; 

support the party and its candidates



What Parties Do

1. Nominate Candidates

• Parties select candidates and 

present them to the voters 

• Example: Democrats nominated Hillary 

Clinton; Republicans nominated 

Donald Trump

• Presidents are nominated at the 

national D and R Party Conventions 

(with balloons)

• Parties also nominate Senate, House 

of Reps, and state offices, (Governor 

and state legislative seats) and local 

offices.

• Parties use lots of methods –

caucuses, primaries, petitions

• Parties also find & recruit candidates



What Parties Do

2. Raise Funds

• Parties solicit (ask for) 

donations to support 

candidates at all levels of 

government

• Many parties have political 

action committees (PACs) 

for their fundraising 

operations (more about 

those later)

http://www.latimes.com/politics/la-pol-sac-essential-politics-trump-california-fundraiser-htmlstory.html
http://2016.do512.com/presidentobamasdncfundraiser2016


What Parties Do

3. Conduct Campaigns, Inform & Inspire Voters

• Parties help plan strategy and advertising

• Mobilize volunteers and voters

• Organize targeted registration drives, get-out-the-vote efforts

• Parties try to inform and inspire with ads, social media & swag

• Often criticize the other party’s candidate

• DNC Ad RNC Ad

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwecRMPa2BM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mFLqv90pGTg


What Parties Do
4. Govern

• Once in office, parties are the basis of much of how our 

government works

• Parties conduct business along party lines – partisanship

• Political appointees (cabinet members)

• Congressional committees

• Control of the agenda

• Voting (party-line)

• How the executive branch 

& legislative branch work 

together (or not)



What Parties Do

5. Serve as a Watchdog

• Monitors and Criticizes the policies and behaviors of the party in 

power

• The party “out of power” attempts to convince voters that they 

should “throw the rascals out”, and that the “outs” should become 

the “ins”

• Congressional Hearings  - Rep and Dem

• Lots and lots of ads

• Appearances on media

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8rmdCQwJPE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teqGINsaeKA


What Parties Do

6. Identify important issues

• Each party has a platform – An official statement of the party’s 

position on a range of issues

• Not all members agree with everything in it

• DNC Platform 2016

• RNC Platform 2016

https://www.democrats.org/party-platform
https://prod-static-ngop-pbl.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/DRAFT_12_FINAL[1]-ben_1468872234.pdf


The Two-Party System

• Two major parties in the United States

• Democrats and Republicans

• Each party is a coalition of different groups and interests, but who agree 

on enough core principles to work together

• Each party has to try to appeal to voters in the middle in order to win

• In Governing, we see partisanship & bipartisanship –depends on the issue

Political Spectrum

Where Do the Parties Stand?

LEFT                

Radical
Favors extreme 

change to create an 

altered or entirely 

new social system

(Left)

Liberal
Believes that 

government must 

take action to 

change economic, 

political, and 

ideological policies 

thought to be unfair.

Moderate
Holds beliefs that fall 

between liberal and 

conservative views, 

usually including 

some of each

Conservative
Seeks to keep in 

place the economic,

political, and social 

structures of society.

Reactionary
Favors extreme 

change to restore 

society to an earlier, 

more conservative 

state of affairs.

(Right)



Multiparty Systems

• Mostly featured in European 

democracies.

• Parties are each based on a 

particular interest:

• Economic class, religious 

belief, sectional attachment, 

political ideology

• There may not be a majority 

party, so several parties 

must form a coalition 

(partnership) to govern

One-party Systems

• Typical of dictatorships

• Only one political party is 

allowed to exist.

• The one-party system 

really amounts to a “no-

party” system.



TWO-PARTY SYSTEM IN 

AMERICAN HISTORY
Chapter 5 Section 2



How has the two-party 

affected the history of 

American government?



Political Parties From 1800s to Today



Political Parties From 1800s to Today



Why a Two-Party System?

• History and Tradition

• Our Electoral System

• Single Member Districts

• Each election only results in one winner for each office

• The winner is the one who gets the most votes (plurality) – not 

necessarily a majority

• Winner-Take-All Elections

• Our Governing System

• Major parties control the rules


