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Structure of the Court System in the US:  Vocabulary and Notes  
 

Dual Court System  
 
 

State     vs. Federal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jurisdiction  
 
 
 

Types of Jurisdiction 

Original Jurisdiction     vs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appellate Jurisdiction 

Exclusive Jurisdiction     vs. Concurrent Jurisdiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Types of Cases 

Criminal Case   vs. Civil Case 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Felony     vs. 
 

Misdemeanor 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Judicial Principles and Foundations 
Judicial Review  

 
 
 
 

Article III  
 
 
 
 

Adversarial 
System 
 
 
 
 

 

Presumption of 
Innocence  

 
 
 
 
 

Judicial 
Independence 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  The Federal Court System  



 

 

  
 

US Supreme Court 
 

US Federal Court 
of Appeals 

(13 Courts, each serves a 
“circuit” or group of states) 

US Federal District Courts 
(94 Courts in the US - ours is in 

Alexandria) 

Virginia Court of 
Appeals 

 

Circuit Courts  
(in each County) 

 

Supreme Court 
of Virginia 

 

General  
District Courts 

(in each County) 
 

Juv & Domestic 
District Courts  

(in each County) 
 

Arrows show that a case 
can be appealed to the 

next highest court 


